DRAFT OUTLINE
DENTAL AMALGAM/MERCURY RECYCLING CERTIFICATION WORKBOOK

1.

Getting Started/Introduction (1 page)
» Why is dental amalgam and mercury recycling important?
» Overview of DEP’s requirements

Wastes of Concern (1 page)
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ontact amalgam

Non-contact amalgam (including empty amalgam capsules and excess pre-packaged
amalgam, bulk mercury)
Sources: chair-side traps, vacuum pump filters, amalgam sludge from wastewater treatment

ulk mercury

DEP Requirements

»  Who has to comply

» What are the requirements?
A. Wastewater treatment

o

Install an approved amalgam separator
Maintain it according to the manufacturer’s recommendations
Record keeping

Operational standards

Prepare and implement a Mercury Management Plan

Send all collected amalgam waste for recycling (or appropriate disposal, pending OGC
advice) (ensure that the receiving facility is authorized to handle this material)

Retain a certificate of recycling

Proper storage of amalgam material

Don’t throw waste amalgam into the trash, into red bags, or down the drain

Use non-oxidizing bleach

. File Your Certification
Overview (file every X years, file electronically)
Get ready to certify (what information will you need to have on hand, computer
requirements)

How to use eDEP to file (step by step directions for logging on filling out the certification
form, and submitting it)

4. Pollution Prevention/Best Management Practices

Appendices
Amalgam Separator Maintenance Log Form
Glossary

For more information (web links, publications)
Sample labels for storage containers
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Etc.

Use pre-encapsulated amalgam and store it in a variety of sizes to minimize waste
Train your staff to use mercury-bearing materials carefully (e.g., use personal protective
equipment when handling amalgam wastes)

How to deal with spills of materials containing mercury

Keep track of maintenance of your amalgam separator (include a sample log form)
Recycle other waste materials containing mercury (e.g., fluorescent lamps)

Other waste management issues: silver from photo processing, others?



